
Faith keeper 

Clement of Rome:  It is believed that the Clement mentioned in Philippians 4:3 is the same as the 

Clement listed as the fourth Pope of the church.  Consecrated by Peter, he was the first Apostolic 

Father, pope from 88 to 97, or from 92 to 101.1 He is known to be an early Church martyr. 

Lived: 35 AD to 99 AD2 NOTABLE QUALITIES: 

Spouse: Authority 

Children: Direct interaction with the original Apostles 

Occupation: Pope Courage 

 

Why a letter to the Church of Corinth? 

The authorship of the Letter to the Church of Corinth (I Clement), the most important 1st-century 

document other than the New Testament, has been traditionally ascribed to him.  It was written to 

settle a controversy among the Corinthians against their church leaders and reveals that Clement 

considered himself empowered to intervene (the first such action known) in another community’s 

affairs. His Letter achieved almost canonical status and was regarded as Scripture by many 3rd- and 

4th-century Christians.1  We can easily tend to idealize the early church and think that their 

fellowship was pure and untroubled.  In fact, his letter suggests that the deaths of the apostles Peter 

and Paul were probably brought about due to envy and strife among Christians: "Through jealousy 

and envy the greatest and most righteous pillars (Peter and Paul) were persecuted and contended 

unto death." The historian Tacitus commented that there were occasions when some Christians were 

arrested based on information supplied by other Christians.3 

“Take up the epistle of the blessed Apostle Paul. What did he write to you at the time when the Gospel first began to be 

preached? Truly, under the inspiration of the Spirit, he wrote to you concerning himself, and Cephas, and Apollos, 

because even then parties had been formed among you…It is disgraceful, beloved, yea, highly disgraceful, and 

unworthy of your Christian profession, that such a thing should be heard of as that the most steadfast and ancient 

Church of the Corinthians should, on account of one or two persons, engage in sedition against its presbyters.” 

CHAPTER 47 Letter of Clement to the Corinthians 

The significance of this letter, it is believed, gives the church in Rome authority over all Churches.  

As of this writing I have not fully read Clements letter; but I will be looking for that authority. 

--- *** --- *** --- *** --- ***            --- *** --- *** --- ***            --- *** --- *** --- *** --- *** 

MY TAKE: 

These first few entrants are grouped close together as to when they lived.  What saddens me is the 

clear illustration that after 2000 years the condition of the Church has not made favorable 

progression.  Sure, we had our moments during some revivals and awakenings; but where is the 

lasting, take it up a notch progression of living lives, as a group, that have a positive impact on 

society.  I know there are individuals and Churches doing works that glorify the Lord; but there 

doesn’t seem to be a growing progression that out paces the evil influences of the world. 

OTHER PEOPLE/EVENTS AT THAT TIME: 

The same as previously listed. The same as previously listed. 

  

Pope’s in his lifetime: Himself 


