
Faith keeper 

Ignatius of Antioch (a.k.a. Theophorus) –Best known as the second (or third) bishop of Antioch, 

one of the most important churches of the day, he was certainly one of the most prominent 

Christians of the time immediately succeeding the apostles. But Antioch was also home to some 

religious debates, and while Ignatius denounced division as "the beginning of evil," the bishop 

engaged in debate with tenacity.1 Ignatius was also known to be a disciple of the Apostle John.2 

Lived:  35 or 50 A.D. to 108 A.D. NOTABLE QUALITIES: 

Spouse: Unmarried A passion for Truth 

Children: 0 Commitment 

Occupation: Bishop of Antioch Faith 

Why the need for tenacity? 

To the Magnesian church (near Ephesus) he wrote scathingly of the Ebionites, who demanded the 

keeping of Jewish regulations. "It is outrageous to utter the name of Jesus Christ and live in 

Judaism."1  It was Bishop Ignatius who first used the term "catholic" to describe the whole Church. 

These letters connect us to the early Church and the unbroken, clear teaching of the Apostles which 

was given to them directly by Jesus Christ.2  In all, Ignatius wrote seven letters to New Testament 

Churches: Ephesians, Magnesians, Trallians, Romans, Philadelphians, Smyrnaeans, and Polycarp3 

--- *** --- *** --- *** --- ***            --- *** --- *** --- ***            --- *** --- *** --- *** --- *** 

MY TAKE: 

Much of what is known about Ignatius comes from the contents of his seven letters, his martyrdom, 

and what others had written about him.  From what I have read about and of Ignatius I have a 

growing realization that we, todays believers (generally speaking) have drifted quite far from 

positioning ourselves to useful to the Lord.  We are “washed’ with the messages of the world and 

have burdened ourselves with the material things of life. 

We have at our disposal a great resource (YouTube and Google).  I encourage you to look up some 

information on Ignatius. 

 

 

 

OTHER PEOPLE/EVENTS AT THAT TIME: 

Mark Antony 83BC -30AD 43AD- The Roman Emperor Claudius sends troops to conquer Britain. 

Josephus (historian) 37AD-100AD 57- Liu Xiu of the Han dynasty is succeeded by his son, Emperor Ming, 
Gondophares I  rule: 19AD–46AD 64-Rome is swept by a great fire. Christians are blamed. 

- founder of the Indo-Parthian Kingdom 73- Rome abolishes Judea as a homeland of the Jews. 

Kanishka 78 AD 79- Mount Vesuvius erupts, covering Pompeii and other towns. 

- India, Pakistani king  

Pope’s in his lifetime: Linus / Anacletus / Clement I / Evaristus / Alexander I 


