
Faith keeper 

Polycarp of Smyrna (means "much fruit" in Greek):  Polycarp is regarded as a saint and Church 

Father in the Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran churches.  

Both Irenaeus and Tertullian record that Polycarp had been a disciple of John, one of Jesus’ 

disciples.1  Probably most know for his writings to the Church in Philippi. 

Lived: 65 AD to 155 AD1 NOTABLE QUALITIES 

Spouse: ? Wisdom 

Children: ? Courage 

Occupation: Bishop of Smyrna  

 

Why the letters to the Church in Philippi (and other letters to other churches)? 

The Roman Empire, as a monarchy, was still in power.  The early church was hated by the society 

and government of the Roman Empire for various reasons, such as the refusal of Christians to 

sacrifice to the gods. The Empire went through many phases of demanding that the Christians 

sacrifice — which meant denying their faith — or be killed. The earliest attacks claimed the lives of 

many of the apostles.2 Polycarp combated various heretical sects, including certain Gnostic groups 

that claimed religious salvation exclusively through their arcane spiritual knowledge.3 So needless 

to say, dealing with the Roman Empire and false Gnostic beliefs encouragement and guidance were 

important.  He was involved in discussions to determine when Easter would be celebrated.4 

MIRACLE: It was reported when Polycarp was burned at the stake. The fire burst up in an arch 

around Polycarp, the flames surrounding him like sails, and instead of being burned he seemed to 

glow like bread baking, or gold being melted in a furnace. When the captors saw he wasn't being 

burned, they stabbed him. The blood that flowed put the fire out.5 

--- *** --- *** --- *** --- ***            --- *** --- *** --- ***            --- *** --- *** --- *** --- *** 

MY TAKE: 

 One thing that always gives me trouble with historical accounts is having an appreciation for 

circumstance.  There seemed to be three primary matters Polycarp was juggling.  Polycarp, and 

other believers, lived during a time when Roman soldiers could just break into your house and arrest 

you if they didn’t like your face.  Believers worship the Heavenly Father and not Caesar putting 

their lives in danger.  Second, the Gnostic sect and their efforts to pervert the Church and teachings 

of Jesus Christ.  Third, Polycarp is said to have been the last remaining person to have direct contact 

with an original Apostle (John); making Polycarp’s’ involvement and presence in the Church 

absolutely critical in transitioning from the original Apostles to a second generation of believers. 

OTHER PEOPLE/EVENTS AT THAT TIME: 

Mark Antony 83BC -30AD 43AD- The Roman Emperor Claudius sends troops to conquer Britain. 

Josephus (historian) 37AD-100AD 57- Liu Xiu of the Han dynasty is succeeded by his son, Emperor Ming, 
Gondophares I  rule: 19AD–46AD 64-Rome is swept by a great fire. Christians are blamed. 

- founder of the Indo-Parthian Kingdom 73- Rome abolishes Judea as a homeland of the Jews. 

 79- Mount Vesuvius erupts, covering Pompeii and other towns. 

Pope’s in his lifetime: Linus / Anacletus / Clement I / Evaristus / Alexander I / Sixtus I  

   Telephorus / Hyginus / Pius I 
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